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offer hunger, thirst, forced inarches, battle, and
death/1 Four thousand men elected to follow him
on the desperate chance that they might rally Central
Italy to their cause and relieve the blockade of
Venice. The army of the retreat struck across the
Apennines with French and Austrians, Neapolitans,
Spaniards, and Tuscans thrown into the scale against
it. Its numbers rapidly dwindled, and as town after
town declared its opposition or neutrality the chances
of making an effective stroke for Venice or Italy
melted away. Upon the immediate political situa-
tion the forced marches and hairbreadth escapes of
Garibaldi had no perceptible effect. The last sur-
vivors were hunted down like wild beasts, and
the restored government of the Papacy was no
whit the weaker or less intolerant for this splendid
demonstration of republican courage. Yet in the
long series of conflicts which marked the regeneration
of Italy there is no incident which has made a deeper
impression upon the Italian heart than the retreat
of Garibaldi's four thousand men, with its romantic
incidents, its thrilling vicissitudes, and its tragic close.3
The republican experiments of these two years were
not without their permanent effects. Though the
papal government was restored in Rome, the Pope
had been exhibited as the enemy of Italy and as the
friend of foreign powers, and the moral foundations of
the Temporal Power were proportionally impaired.
To obtain Rome as the capital of a free Italy became
henceforth a leading principle of the Republican creed.
At the same time it had become clear to all who were
possessed of sound political judgment that the libera-
tion of Italy could not be effected on the Mazzinian
plan. Spirited as the Republican parties had proved
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